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‘Ohelses Nromar Maria Ferino, Tanaiya Smalis-Carroll, 
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La'Nasya S Coleman-Dewitt | Marquis Concepcion Edwin O Contrera | Christine R Cook 


Erica Ferino 


Christopher A Flores Martin Franco 


Ana G Freites Ohemaa Frimpong Alondra D Galan Cintya P Garay 


The Class of 2019 


Willian C Garcia 


Juan Gonzalez 


lon Grimsley Adrian A Guerra. Alexis Guzman Jr ~ Aneris L Guzman 


Keion M Harvey-Davis Armaad Z Hawkins Josselyn E Hercules Adriana Hermenejildo 


Newark Tech 


Zyhan Howard 


Samiyah A Horton Jennifer A lraheta 


fuk 


rgbon C lyamu 
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"Grace was in all her steps, heaven in her eye, in 
every gesture, dignity and love." 


Franklin 
Solano, Ir 


"Your life was a blessing, your memory a treasure, you are 
_ loved beyond words and missed beyond measure. " 
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All Smithsonian museums 
and the National Zoo are 
closed today due to the 
government shutdown, 


Please visit www.slLedu 
for updates. We apologize 
for the inconvenience. 


Hurricane season brings 

two particularly destructive 
hurricanes to the eastern 
coast. Hurricane Florence 
made landfall in North Carolina 
in September, bringing record- 
shattering rain and flooding, 
while October’s Hurricane 
Michael, characterized by 
heavy winds, was the strongest 
storm to ever hit the panhandle 
of Florida. The storms killed 
more than 90 people and 
caused billions of dollars 

in damage. 
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Sorting through the ruins of his former home, Lou Donnelly, left, and his 
brother-in-law, Donald Weeks, find little remains after the Camp Fire blazed 
through Paradise, California, in November. The fire, which was California’s 
largest, deadliest and more destructive than the previous seven most 
destructive fires combined, cost at least 85 people their lives and displaced 
more than 250,000. Many remained missing as rescue crews continued their 
search. The Camp Fire burned concurrently wes the Woolsey and Hill Fires in 


Southern California. 


As the government 
shutdown stretched on 
to become the longest 
in U.S. history, “We’re 
Closed” signs became 
increasingly common, 
as seen at the National 
Zoo and other popular 
attractions. Over 
800,000 federal workers 
were affected, not 
including government 
contractors, when an 
agreement on funding 
could not be reached. 
Those categorized as 
essential personnel 
worked without pay 
while those categorized 
as non-essential were 
furloughed starting 

in December. 
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closed today due to thi 
government shutdown 


Please visit www.si.edi 
for updates. We apologi 
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The 2018 midterms see 


. inetiee | the highest turnout in over 
a century, fueled by a 
TSENG polarized political climate 
peoulesics) eooeecce and heightened voter 
eotnne ae 00o enthusiasm. Democrats 
oom pore ed ie easily regained control of 
ort got geneeee the House but failed to 
e oe ae ge oes win back the Senate, with 
.? Fo en ce - Republicans gaining two 
eect sSe e seats to strengthen their 
A es hold. A record number 
siiie i: of women and people of 
ssssses HOUSE color won seats, making 
S127 S76, 02010 this the most diverse 


e® Congress ever. Nancy 

e® , 
e° ee Pelosi, the first female 
oo, oo speaker of the House, 

e ove made history by becoming 
§ fe the first person in over 60 
ee $f SENATE years to be reelected after 
©®ee0@ 


leaving the position. 


Sussex, sports her baby bump. Just five months after her wedding to Prince 
Harry, Duke of Sussex, in May 2018, Kensington Palace announced the couple 
was expecting their first child, due in the spring of 2019, with all members of 
the royal family reportedly delighted by the happy news. Regardless of gender, 
the baby will be seventh in line to the throne. 


A baby goat brings smiles and practices its own balance Levi Draheim, 11, speaks at a climate change rally in 
while perched on an enthusiast’s back. With millions of Eugene, Oregon. Draheim was one of 21 young plaintiffs 
Americans trying yoga each year and more than two million — suing the United States government for failing to protect 
goats in the United States, it was only a matter of time the Earth from the effects of climate change. In Juliana v. 
before someone put them together. Though its origins United States, petitioners claimed the promotion of fossil 
are somewhat murky, the goat yoga trend spread quickly, fuels threatens the survival of future generations. 

_ offering a good time to human and caprine practitioners. Photo credits: Newscom 


*as of Jan. 2019 


As the American public pays their final 
respects to former president George 
H.W. Bush, the 41st president of the 
United States, he is also mourned by 
his service dog, Sully. Bush died Nov. 
30, 2018. The year was marked by two 
major political losses. Senator John ioe 
McCain died Aug. 25, 2018, from brain & 
cancer. Both Bush and McCain made 
significant marks during their time in 
office and were widely mourned by 
both Democrats and Republicans. 


Filling the second vacancy of his presidency, President Donald 
Trump watches as Judge Brett Kavanaugh is symbolically sworn 
in by retired Supreme Court Justice Anthony Kennedy with 
Kavanaugh’s wife, Ashley, and daughters, Liza and Margaret, by 
his side. The ceremony took place shortly after Kavanaugh was 


confirmed by a Senate majority vote, becoming the 114th justice in 
the nation’s history. 


Overcome with emotion, Howard 
University senior Mya Thompson 
reacts to Alfred Street 
Baptist Church’s surprise 
announcement they are 
paying her tuition and fees 
balance. The church, one of 
the nation’s oldest African 
American congregations, 
donated $100,000 to Howard 
University, distributed to 34 
graduating seniors. They 
raised the money during 
a church-wide prayer and 
fasting campaign where 
members gave offerings 
for a community cause, 
including $50,000 for 
Bennett College.* 


A Narrow Rescue 


Twelve boys and their coach are in good 
health after their rescue from a flooded cave 
in Thailand. The soccer team was trapped 
for more than two weeks after heavy rains 
blocked their way out. Thai Navy Seals 
swam through narrow passages to reach 


the boys in what they referred to as one 
of their most dangerous missions, even 
leading to one Navy Seal’s death. 
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“The Guardians and the War 
on Truth” rose to the top of 


TIME Magazine’s Person of 
the Year. They were journalists 
whom world leaders and 
governments tried to silence. 
Four separate covers featured 
either slain Saudi journalist 
Jamal Khashoggi; Maria Ressa, 
founder of the online news site 
| PERSON eft YEAR | Rappler; the wives of Reuters 


reporters Kyaw Soe Oo and Wa 
; a Lone holding pictures of their 
—— ie husbands who are imprisoned 
— Sse | in Myanmar for reporting on the 


killing of Rohingya Muslims; or 
oo the staff of the Capital Gazette 
GUARDIANS es ; 
and the i Th | in Washington, D.C., where 


WAR ON TRUTH f 
a gunman opened fire. TIME 
chose them to highlight the 
WA LONE & j 
Beats Sat ———— importance of journalism in the 
Reporters. Convicted. p PERSON othe YEAR J world and the need for truth 
MARIA RESSA j 4 


pe Sphere ro and accountability. A few other 
THE CAPITAL s ae | short-list candidates included 
GAZETTE gi : . | tia ee 
Newspaper. Attacked. Bese , . separated families, Dr. Christine 
Tg | Blasey-Ford, Black Panther 
Director Ryan Coogler and 


March For Our Lives activists. 


Photo credits: Newscom 
*Photo courtesy of Charles Matthews/ 
Alfred Street Baptist Church 


December becomes a month of “I do” 

for celebrities. Fans learned singer Nick 
Jonas and actress Priyanka Chopra 

wed in lavish dual Christian and Hindu 
ceremonies in India after a four-month 
engagement. Singer Miley Cyrus and 
fiancé Liam Hemsworth wed in an intimate 
home ceremony fans only discovered 
through their Instagram accounts. Both 
weddings followed the official confirmation 
in November that singer Justin Bieber 
wed model Hailey Baldwin. 


The hugely popular game Fortnite: Battle Royale 
continues to be a hit with children and teens, 
garnering over 200 million users worldwide. 
Groups of 100 battled virtually on an island where 
they fought to be the last player standing while 
avatars dressed in costumes and pulled out 
dance moves. The free download allowed users 
to collect weapons and resources as they played 


individually or in groups across multiple platforms. 
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Supermodel Ashley 
Graham, recently named 
Fashion Force of the Year 
by Daily Front Row during 
New York Fashion Week 
for her body positivity 
activism, shows off some 
of the year’s hottest 
fashion trends, such 

as neon colors. Neons 
and corals were seen 
everywhere from celebrity 
fashion to Pantone® 
Colors of the Year. Other 
popular trends included 
distressed denim, crop 
tops and tube tops, waist 
bags a.k.a. fanny packs, 
scrunchies, expensive 
athletic shoes, vintage- 
style glasses with semi- 
translucent frames, bike 
shorts and cargo pants, 
with many nods to early 
90s fashion. 
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The popularity of podcasts BN vas ennev evens 

continues to grow. In 2018, a ( Worth $900 million, 

it was estimated that 73 / Forbes features Kylie 
million people listened to / ra Jenner, 21, on the 
podcasts in the United | ; America’s Women 
States and this number is a? Billionaires cover as on 
expected to increase to track to become the 


an estimated 132 million 
listeners by 2022. Popular 
podcasts included This 
American Life, Serial, The yey 
Stuff You Should Know and | 4 
Dear Hank & John, hosted \ 
by young adult author John 
Green and his brother, Hank. 


youngest ever self-made 
billionaire. As a joke that 
went viral, Instagram 
celebrity Josh Ostrovsky 
started a GoFundMe 
page to help Jenner 
reach $1 billion. 


Queen of Zenit Aretha Franklin, 76, passes away in August, — Lady Gaga is all smiles following the success of the film “A 


Photo credits: Newscom 
Movie statistics: boxofficemojo.com, netflix.com 


but her legend endures. Four days of mourning, with a Star Is Born.” Her performance and music were showered 
memorial service in her hometown of Detroit, featured with praise, receiving awards and nominations at the 
celebrity tributes and fabulous fashion inspired by the diva. | Golden Globes, Oscars, Grammys and Screen Actors 

| Franklin saw more than 100 of her singles place in the Guild awards ceremonies, among others. Gaga co-wrote 

| Billboard charts, received a Grammy Lifetime Achievement — and performed much of the film’s original music, including 
| Award, was the first woman inducted into the Rock and lead single “Shallow.” Her stand-alone music received 

| Roll Hall of Fame and was bestowed a Presidential Medal recognition, with the song “Joanne (Where Do You Think 
| of Freedom. You’re Goin’?)” earning Gaga another Grammy. 
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Don't like the ending? Choose another! Netflix is now offering “choose your 
own adventure” options. They started the interactive options with shows for 
young watchers, then brought it to older audiences with the “Bandersnatch” 
episode of the science fiction show “Black Mirror.” Viewers were given the. 
opportunity to choose their storyline, making choices about everything from 
music to the character’s reactions. E 
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Michelle Obama’s memorr, Spice Girls officially 
“Becoming,” quickly becomes confirm their widely 
one of the most popular books anticipated reunion. 
of the year, selling more than 1.4 The group, sans 
million copies in its first week. In Victoria Beckham 

its pages, the former First Lady a.k.a. Posh Spice, 
shared stories of her life, from announced 19 

her childhood on the South Side events thus far in the 
of Chicago to her role as part of United Kingdom and 
the first black presidential family lreland throughout 

in the White House. May and June of 


2019. Widespread 
excitement from 
everyday fans as well 
as celebrities, such 
as Adele’s Instagram 
post, accompanied 
the announcement. 
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People show their nostalgia, with “The Office,” “Friends,” The release of the highly anticipated films “Captain 


“Parks and Recreation” and “Grey’s Anatomy” holding as the Marvel” and “Avengers: Endgame’ is a bit bittersweet 
most-streamed shows on Netflix. On the airwaves, NBC’s following the death of Avengers co-creator Stan 
“Manifest,” ABC’s “The Conners,” and the CBS procedural Lee. Lee, 95, was credited with revolutionizing the 
“FBI” were among the most popular new shows. “The Big superhero and comic book genre by portraying flawed 
Bang Theory” and spinoff “Young Sheldon” continued to be characters like the Hulk, Doctor Strange, Spider-Man, 
fan favorites, while “This Is Us,” “The Good Doctor” and “The Thor, lron Man and the X-Men. He was known for his 
Voice” maintained their history of strong ratings. frequent cameos in Marvel Universe films. 
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Cradling her four Grammys, kes) Musgraves 

celebrates a successful night at the Grammys. — 
Musgraves won Album of the Year and Best © 
Country Album for “Golden Hour,” Best Country _ 
Song for “Space Cowboy” and Best Country 

Solo Performance for “Butterflies,” tying with. 
Childish Gambino for most awards of the 

evening. She became the first country artist since S 
Jaye oy tor win pibum of ie Yeas, ee 
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Instagram faces massive backlash 
in late December after an update 
made users swipe left to right to 
see stories instead of scrolling 
down. Instagram said a glitch 
accidentally sent an update 
that was supposed to only 
test a small group of users 
to everyone instead. Users 
complained that they 
would delete the app if the , 

| previous layout was not 

? restored and Instagram 

fixed the bug the same day. 


Photo credits: Newscom 


France beats Croatia 4-2 to win the 2018 FIFA World Cup title. Ina 
dramatic blow, Croatia’s forward, Mario Mandzukic, sent the ball to the 
wrong goal by mistake, scoring for France. Kylian Mbappe, 19, scored a 
goal just over an hour into the game, joining Brazilian soccer star Pele in 
history as the only two teenagers to score at a World Cup Final. French 
coach Didier Descamps said France would be “on top of the world for 
next four years.” 


Gamers fight a virtual ante in October, 
seeking to win the 2018 eSports World 
Convention finals. As the popularity 

of eSports grew, massive arenas were 
built and competition prizes topped $1 
million. One study found young gamers 
spent more time watching other people 
play video games online than they spent 
watching traditional sports on television.“ 
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After a win in game 5, | 
Eduardo Nunez and Xander 
Bogaerts of the Boston Red a 
Sox celebrate their ninth 
World Series championship. — 
The defeat of the Los Anges 
Dodgers included anail- 
biting 18-inning game, which — 
was the Dodgers’ only victory. 
in the series. It was especially 
impressive for being Alex 
Cora’s first year as a manager 
in the Major Leagues. The ee 
Red Sox ended the season | 
1 19-57. 
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After a free agency move to the Los Angeles Lakers, 
NBA star LeBron James still works to overpower 
opponents. James moved to L.A. despite an 
incredibly successful streak in Cleveland, where the 
Cavaliers made it to four consecutive NBA finals. 
While James got off to a winning start with the 
Lakers, an injury on Christmas Day caused him to 
miss several games while he recovered. 


Outrage explodes 
when French Tennis 
Federation President 
Bernard Giudicelli says 
he intends to introduce 
a dress code following 
Serena Williams’ 
formfitting catsuit as 
“one must respect the 
game and place,” and 
that her outfit would 

no longer be accepted. 
Williams wore the outfit 
in her first Grand Slam 
appearance after giving 
birth to help protect her 
from blood clots and 
said the outfit made her 
feel like a “queen from 
Wakanda.” Tennis legend 
Billie Jean King called it 
a “policing of women’s 
bodies.” 


Fighting to regain the 
ball, Los Angeles Rams 
cornerback Marcus Peters 
grips New England Patriots 
wide receiver Cordarrelle 
Patterson as he advances 
with the ball during Super 
Bowl LIlIl in Atlanta. The 
Patriots won 13-3 in their 
sixth Super Bowl victory, 
tying with the Pittsburgh 
Steelers for most Super 
Bowl titles, and Julian 
Edelman was named MVP 
of the game. It marked 
the lowest-ever Super 
Bowl score and the fewest 
touchdowns in a Super 
Bowl game. 
Photo credits: Newscom 
- ~ *source: limelight.com 
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The NFL's two conference 

title games are notable for 
their quarterbacks: in both 
games, established longtime 
quarterbacks face off against 
NFL newcomers. The Los 
Angeles Rams, with 24-year- 
old quarterback Jared Goff, 
beat the New Orleans Saints 
and 40-year-old quarterback 
Drew Brees to secure the NFC 
championship. For the AFC 
championship, experience 
won out over youth, with the 
New England Patriots and 
41-year-old quarterback Tom 
Brady beating the Kansas 

City Chiefs and 23-year-old 
quarterback Patrick Mahomes, 
who was named the 2018 NFL 
MVP. The 16- and 18-year age 
differences were the largest in 
any conference title game. 
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In their fourth matchup in as many years, Clemson wide receiver Justyn Ross 
thrills fans with a one-handed catch in the air during the NCAA College Football 
National Championship in Santa Clara, California. The Clemson Tigers dominated 
the number one ranked Alabama Crimson Tide 44-16. Freshman quarterback 
Trevor Lawrence proved a force to be reckoned with, throwing for 347 yards and 
three scores. 


Fans gather to symbolically break ground for a hockey arena after December 
brought an announcement by the National Hockey League that a 32nd franchise 
would be added and based in Seattle. Though the team will not play until the 
2021-2022 season, fans already speculated what their name would be. Major 
League Soccer expanded to 27 teams, adding in Austin, Cincinnati, Miami and 
Nashville, while a number of cities competed for the final 28th franchise. 


Breaking another glass ceiling in a sports arena, Sarah 
Thomas becomes the first female to be an on-field official 
during the postseason. She was one of the referees 
during the playoff game between the Los Angeles 
Chargers and the New England Patriots. Thomas already 
“made history by becoming the first female referee to 
_Officiate a college bowl game, as well as the first full-time 
female referee in the NFL. 


Ballerina Misty Copeland 
makes strides in the ballet 
world. At the esteemed 
American Ballet Theatre, 
she and Calvin Royal III 
became the first black 
couple to dance lead roles. 
They performed in the 
Harlequinade as Pierrette 
and Pierrot. She also danced 
as the Ballerina Princess in 
“The Nutcracker and the 
Four Realms,” a cinematic 
adaptation of the famed 
Tchaikovsky ballet. 


ee ee ee iy 


Simone Biles doesn’t slow 
down after dominating the 2016 
Olympics, becoming the most 
#* decorated female gymnast 

of all time. The 21-year-old 
Texan continued to dominate — 
the U.S. gymnastics scene in 
2018. She shone at the World 
Championships in Qatar, 
medaling in all six events despite 
being hospitalized with a kidney 
stone the night before qualifying. 
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While all MLB players dream of joining the Hall of Fame, 
former New York Yankees closer Mariano Rivera tops that 
by becoming the first player to be unanimously voted in. 
Rivera, who did not even make it into the majors until he 
was 25, was a 13-time All-Star, a World Series MVP and 
anchor to five winning World Series Yankees teams. Rivera 
holds the record for all-time saves and was known for the 


cutter pitch that shattered many a bat. 
Photo credits: Newscom 


Excitement spreads through the scientific and medical community about the 
possibilities made available through the genetic engineering tool CRISPR 
(Clustered Regularly Interspaced Short Palindromic Repeats). However, ethical 
concerns were raised when Chinese scientist He Jiankui announced his use 
of CRISPR to alter the DNA of two twin girls, making them resistant to HIV. His 
actions were widely condemned by the worldwide scientific community for not 
following scientific protocol. 


Scientists at the Canadian 
Hydrogen Intensity Mapping 
Experiment (CHIME) in British 
Columbia discover repeated radio 
blasts coming from space — 

13 in three weeks and 6 in the 
same location. These millisecond- 
long bursts required the amount 
of energy the sun produces a 
year. Speculation abounded 

as to the source, and theories 
included everything from alien 
transmissions to an exploding star. 
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Toxic red tide, the nickname used to poe massive blooms of 
Karenia brevis, has a conservation team rushing to the aid of this 
sick sea turtle. The algae was naturally occurring, but runoff from 
cattle farms and residential development encouraged growth to 
dangerous amounts. The resulting red tide killed millions of fish 
in the Gulf of Mexico, harmed wildlife along a 100-mile stretch of 
“=~... _Florida’s coast and killed hundreds of 
* sea turtles, as the unpleasant smell 
and harmful effects to humans 
\ drove away beachgoers and 
». harmed local tourism. 


What appears to be an asteroid quickly travels 
through the solar system in 2018. Named 
‘Oumuamua — Hawaiian for “a messenger that 
reaches out from the distant past” — its unusual 
shape and speed caused some scientists to 
speculate that the object may have been created 
by an alien civilization. The theory was not widely 


yearbooks 
Walswort accepted by researchers. 


Flames engulf Brazil’s National 
Museum. in September, 
destroying most of the 20 million 
artifacts. People around the 
world mourned the devastating 
loss of heritage which included 
paleontology fossils, indigenous 
South American cultural artifacts, 
anthropological finds, Brazil’s 
largest meteorite and Egyptian 
mummies, to name a few. It was 
the largest museum in South 
America, Brazil’s oldest historical 
institution and former home of 
the Portuguese royal family. 


The key to reducing mosquito-borne diseases may be a diet, at least for 
mosquitoes. Female Aedes aegypti mosquitoes don’t eat for days after a 
large feeding, so scientists at Rockefeller University tried to simulate that with 
a human diet drug and succeeded! A solution that tasted like blood mixed 
with an appetite suppressant drug left the mosquitoes disinterested in human 
feeding, giving hope it could be used in outdoor traps to help reduce the 
spread of the Zika virus, yellow fever and dengue. 


A milk cow tries to keep warm in -28 degree weather in New Prague, 
Minnesota, before being milked at Metogga Lake Dairy. A warm front moved 
warm air into the arctic regions in late January and pushed the polar vortex 
cold air farther south, leading to record-breaking temperatures in parts of 
the north and Midwest. Parts of lowa and Minnesota saw wind chills reach 
-50 and -60 degrees, and Chicago had to light railroad tracks on fire with 
kerosene-soaked ropes to keep them operational. 

Photo credits: Newscom 
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Genetic testing kits like 23andMe and 
Ancestry continue to grow in popularity. 
Their use helped investigators find crime 
suspects and solve decades-old cold 
cases. There was also a downside, with 
some users finding unexpected results, 
leading to uncomfortable family talks. 


A Bite of the Profit 


November marks a major space exploration accomplishment as NAS/ 
InSight spacecraft lands on Mars. The journey was especially tricky bec 
InSight was too far away to pilot the landing, so the craft landed itself, 
slowing from 12,300 mph in 6.5 minutes. InSight embarked on a two-\ 
geologic core study, which scientists hope will help them better under: 
why two rocky planets like Mars and Earth are so geologically different. 
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